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after introductory remarks by 
dean frederick Lawrence, the 
opening panel discussed tips 
and trends for litigating patent 
cases. the panel included four 
district court judges who have 
presided over a significant 
number of patent cases: the 
hon. t.s. ellis of the eastern 
district of virginia, the hon. 
chad everingham of the 
eastern district of texas, the 
hon. sue L. robinson of the 
district of delaware, and the 
hon. ronald Whyte of the 
northern district of california.
a second panel discussed the 
future of section 337 patent 
cases at the international trade 
commission and included 
three representatives of the 
f a L L  2 0 0 9
continued on page 4
kieff joins 
gw law’s ip 
and business 
law faculty 
recognized as one of the nation’s “top 50 under 45” by IP Law & Business 
magazine, f. scott Kieff comes 
to GW Law after serving as pro-
fessor at Washington University 
in st. Louis school of Law, with 
a secondary appointment in the 
school of medicine’s depart-
ment of neurological surgery. 
a former practitioner who con-
tinues both public and private 
n e W s  a n d  c U r r e n t  i s s U e s
F. Scott Kieff
continued on page 4
inaugural gw law ip 
symposium a success
GW Law, along with Howrey LLP and Cornerstone 
Research, was proud to present the first annual Symposium 
on Intellectual Property Law. The symposium, held on May 
12 at GW Law, brought together colleagues from private 
practice, the judiciary, government, economic consulting 
groups, and academia to address current issues and recent 
developments in intellectual property law. 
[  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  s y m p o s i a  ]
[  f a c U L t y  ]
Pictured: Bill Rooklidge, Matthew Moore, John Whealan, Hon. Kimberly Moore, Hon. Alan D. Lourie, 
and Alan M. Grimaldi.
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the national press club was 
packed on march 18, 2009 as 
more than 300 judges, renowned 
scholars, past solicitors general, 
and private practitioners 
gathered for an extraordinary 
symposium to celebrate the 
federal circuit’s first quarter 
century and contemplate what 
lies ahead.
GW Law teamed up with the 
federal circuit bar association to 
present the full-day event, which 
brought together the circuit’s 
past, present, and future leader-
ship. the symposium featured 
three panel discussions examining 
the institution of the court, the 
circuit’s complex subject matter, 
and scholars’ views of the court’s 
performance. senator orrin G. 
hatch (r-Utah) delivered the 
keynote address.
the first panel, focusing on 
the court’s history, gave texture 
to the federal circuit court of 
appeals as an institution, 
discussing its creation and some 
of the major issues it has dealt 
with since its establishment on 
october 1, 1982. formed by the 
merger of the U.s. court of 
customs and patent appeals and 
the U.s. court of claims, the U.s. 
court of appeals for the federal 
circuit casts a wide net, shoul-
dering responsibility for complex 
issues ranging from intellectual 
property to government 
contracting and international 
trade. panelists were a veritable 
“who’s who” of the circuit bench, 
featuring the current chief Judge 
of the federal circuit paul r. 
michel, senior Judge of the 
federal circuit and former chief 
Judge of the U.s. court of claims 
daniel m. friedman, and federal 
circuit Judges pauline newman 
and randall r. rader (J.d. ’78). 
“together, these four judges have 
served nearly 100 years on the 
bench,” says John m. Whealan, 
associate dean for intellectual 
property law studies, who 
moderated the discussion.
the second panel was an 
unprecedented event, uniting the 
past four solicitors general for a 
lively and wide-ranging discus-
sion on the federal circuit from 
a government perspective. 
panelists, who served as solici-
tors general between 1997 and 
January 2009, included seth p. 
Waxman (1997-01); theodore b. 
olson (2001-04); paul d. 
clement (2004-08); and Gregory 
G. Garre (2008-09; J.d. ’91), who 
is also an adjunct professor at 
GW Law. carter G. phillips, 
managing partner of sidley 
austin, moderated the event. 
“the level of excellence and 
experience was unparalleled,” 
Whealan says of the panel. 
“solicitors general may change, 
political parties may change, but all 
four panelists are united by 
excellence in legal advocacy, a 
strong commitment to service, and 
a passion for leading the court.”
the final panel of the day 
brought together a distinguished 
group of six scholars from law 
schools around the country for a 
discussion about the unique role 
the federal circuit plays in the 
judiciary. the panel was orga-
nized by John duffy, a GW Law 
professor, and moderated by 
rochelle c. dreyfuss, a professor 
at the new york University 
school of Law. 
in his keynote address, hatch 
addressed the patent reform bill 
currently being debated in 
congress and its need for passage. 
“it was a one-of-a-kind event,” 
states Whealan. “We look forward 
to many more collaborative 
endeavors with the federal 
circuit bar association.”  
(Contribution by Jamie L. Freedman)
I P  P e r s P e c t I v e s
IP Perspectives is published by the 
intellectual property Law program 
at the George Washington 
University Law school.
Questions or comments  
should be sent to:
John Whealan
jwhealan@law.gwu.edu
202.994.2195
the George Washington 
University Law school
intellectual property Law program
2000 h street, nW
Washington, dc 20052
iplaw@law.gwu.edu
www.law.gwu.edu/ip
Sen. Orrin G. Hatch delivered the keynote address.
Carter G. Phillips, managing partner of Sidley Austin, moderates a panel with four recent U.S. Solicitors 
General: Seth P. Waxman, Theodore B. Olson, Paul D. Clement, and Gregory G. Garre.
[  c o n f e r e n c e s  &  s y m p o s i a  ]
GW Law and FCBA Host Inaugural Federal Circuit Symposium
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in June, the ip program held a 
highly successful two-day 
conference, “patents & entrepre-
neurship in business & informa-
tion technologies,” which focused 
on whether the current patent 
system is conducive to enterprising 
and innovation. one frequently 
discussed issue was the doctrine of 
patentable subject matter for 
business methods and software—a 
timely subject given the supreme 
court’s decision just weeks before 
to grant certiorari in Bilski v. Doll, a 
case involving the patentability of 
a business method. 
patents have played an integral 
role in encouraging entrepre-
neurship with the governmental 
promise of exclusive rights and 
protections. a lively debate has 
developed regarding the 
helpfulness of the patent system 
to entrepreneurs not only in 
well-developed fields such as 
mechanical, chemical, and 
pharmaceuticals, but in rising 
fields such as business and 
information technologies. the 
conference explored issues such 
as whether these fields are fitting 
for patent rights; whether the 
difficulties in these fields expose 
problems with the current patent 
system; and whether the patent 
system can be, or should be, 
modified so that it better suits 
the practical needs of entrepre-
neurs in these and other fields. 
the keynote speech was given 
by Judge randall r. rader of the 
U.s. court of appeals for the 
federal circuit and co-author of 
a leading casebook on patent law. 
the event was organized 
primarily by GW Law ip 
professors michael abramowicz 
and John f. duffy based in large 
part on a two-year grant they 
received from the Kaufman 
foundation. internationally 
recognized ip professors from 
around the country presented, 
including Kevin collins (indiana 
University-bloomington), 
christopher cotropia (Univer-
sity of richmond), bronwyn h. 
hall (maastricht University), f. 
scott Kieff (GW Law), edmund 
Kitch (University of virginia), 
Josh Lerner (harvard), Gerard n. 
magliocca (indiana University-
indianapolis), michael J. meurer 
(boston University), Kristen 
osenga (University of rich-
mond), arti K. rai (duke 
University), michael risch (West 
virginia University), pamela 
samuelson (Uc-berkeley), 
Joshua d. sarnoff (american 
University), scott shane (case 
Western reserve University), ted 
sichelman (Uc-berkeley), 
alexander tabarrok, and samson 
vermont (both of George mason 
University). 
other notable presenters 
included Q. todd dickinson 
(executive director of aipLa and 
former undersecretary of 
commerce and director of the 
Uspto), suzanne michel (chief 
counsel for ip at the ftc), and 
John Whealan (associate dean for 
ip studies at GW Law). sessions 
included nonpracticing entities 
and patent reform, empirical 
studies of software patents, 
business methods and patent-
able matter, business method 
and software patents: policymak-
ers’ perspective, the problems of 
patent notice and scope, 
software patents and patentable 
subject matter, and empirical 
analysis of business methods. 
the conference was sponsored 
by the GW Law ip center, 
ewing marion Kauffman 
foundation, and the microsoft 
corporation. the Kauffman 
foundation’s support is part of a 
three-year, $450,000 grant to the 
law school on the topic of law, 
growth, and innovation. 
as part of the Kauffman 
foundation’s grant, the ip center 
is planning a second conference 
for may 7-8, 2010, on the subject 
of legal entrepreneurship. the 
2010 conference will address how 
the provision of law itself can be 
entrepreneurial and address 
questions such as whether 
intellectual property rights for 
legal innovations can foster or 
retard legal experimentation. for 
updates and information on this 
conference, visit our website at 
www.law.gwu.edu/ipevents.
GW Law IP Program Holds First Symposium on the Modern 
Patent System’s Influence on Entrepreneurs and Innovators 
Judge Leval Gives 9th Meyer Memorial Lecture 
Judge pierre n. Leval of the U.s. 
court of appeals for the second 
circuit presented the 9th annual 
christopher a. meyer memorial 
Lecture at GW Law in June. 
Judge Leval spoke on the topic of 
fair use in copyright law. his talk 
focused on the vitality of 
“transformative use,” a phrase 
that he coined and that the 
supreme court later adopted as a 
key factor in fair use analysis.
the event was well attended 
and included noteworthy names 
in copyright such as ralph oman, 
the former register of copyrights 
and current pravel professorial 
Lecturer in patent and intellec-
tual property Law at GW Law; 
david carson, the general counsel 
of the U.s. copyright office; 
shira perlmutter of the interna-
tional federation of phonograph-
ic industries; and robert 
brauneis, professor at GW Law. 
previous meyer lecturers have 
included professors robert 
Gorman and paul bender; Jon 
baumgarten of proskauer rose; 
shira perlmutter; fred Koenigs-
berg of White & case; arthur 
Levine of finnegan henderson; 
eric smith of Greenberg 
traurig; and henry horbacze-
wski, senior vp and general 
counsel at reed elsevier.
the lecture series is held in 
honor of the late chris meyer, a 
well-known copyright lawyer 
whose career included stints at 
the copyright office, pto, and 
proskauer rose. chris meyer 
and mike Klipper (J.d. ‘72) later 
founded the Washington law 
firm meyer, Klipper & mohr. 
the event was co-sponsored by 
the copyright society of the 
United states, its Washington 
chapter, the copyright office, 
and GW Law.
GW Law looks forward to 
hosting this annual event in the 
future, and the 10th meyer 
Lecture will take place at GW 
on april 30--may 1, 2010. to 
learn about this event or other 
GW Law ip events, please visit 
www.law.gwu.edu/ipevents. ★
Judge Pierre N. Leval
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service outside the academic 
community, Kieff enjoys teach-
ing and writing about the range 
of legal and business relation-
ships that can be employed to 
put ideas into practice. “it’s so 
great to be on the GW team,” 
says Kieff. “i’m having a blast 
sharing ideas on research and 
teaching with such a diverse and 
outstanding group of colleagues 
and students. the bench here 
sure is both wide and deep.” 
While growing up in the 
hyde park neighborhood on 
chicago’s south side, Kieff 
“always liked the urban 
experience and feels right at 
home in dc, especially working 
down the street from a fellow 
hyde parker, our president,” he 
says. during college at mit, he 
majored in molecular biology 
with a minor in microeconom-
ics, and he conducted research 
in molecular genetics at the 
Whitehead institute. he later 
attended penn Law before 
practicing for several years as a 
trial lawyer and patent lawyer 
with the former pennie & 
edmonds in new york and 
Jenner & block in chicago. 
between his jobs with those 
firms, he worked as a law clerk 
to Judge Giles s. rich at the U.s. 
court of appeals for the federal 
circuit. Judge rich, known as 
the dean of american patent 
law, helped draft title 35 of the 
U.s. code—our present patent 
statutes—and served as a federal 
appellate judge interpreting 
those statutes for over 40 years. 
While clerking for Judge rich, 
Kieff ’s academic side began to 
flourish. Working nights and 
weekends during his clerkship, 
he co-authored a casebook and 
treatise on patent law, Principles 
of Patent Law, which is now in 
its fourth edition. 
teaching is very important to 
Kieff, who is well known for 
committing a great deal of time 
and energy to helping students 
learn and get jobs. “What a treat 
to teach students who are so 
engaged in the tough issues of 
the day,” said Kieff. “and it’s 
always a good investment to 
leverage a student’s upbeat and 
entrepreneurial efforts to get a 
job or a clerkship with any help 
i can add.” scholarly and policy 
impact are also important to 
Kieff. before joining the faculty 
full time, he already was 
affiliated with GW Law as a 
faculty member of the munich 
intellectual property Law 
center at Germany’s max 
planck institute. he also serves 
as president of the federal 
circuit historical society and 
was one of the founding 
members of the federal 
circuit’s appellate mediation 
panel. he also now serves on 
federal government advisory 
boards in areas of technology 
development and deployment, 
in addition to being a testifying 
and consulting expert, mediator, 
and arbitrator.
John Whealan, associate dean 
for intellectual property law 
studies, is especially proud to 
have Kieff join the school’s 
already excellent team in the 
field. “there are basically three 
major patent law texts used in 
american law schools today and 
with scott’s arrival at GW, one 
or more co-authors from all 
three books call GW home, 
meaning that most american 
law students taking patent law 
will be learning the subject from 
a book co-authored by GW Law 
faculty,” said Whealan. ★
continued from page 1
commission: the hon. dean a. 
pinkert, commissioner; the 
hon. theodore r. essex; and 
Lynn Levine, director of the 
office of Unfair import 
investigations. 
additional panels focused on 
discussions of litigating patents in 
europe and on the issue of patent 
infringement damages. the latter 
issue is currently being hotly 
debated by congress as part of 
the pending patent reform 
legislation. finally, the issue of 
managing ip litigation in the 
current economic and litigation 
environment was explored by 
panelists who serve as in-house ip 
corporate counsel at General 
electric (buckmaster de Wolf), 
sun microsystems (noreen Krall), 
apple (chip Lutton), and eli Lilly 
(douglas norman). the panel was 
moderated by mathew moore 
(LL.m. ’00), a partner at howrey.
the hon. Kimberly moore, 
U.s. court of appeals for the 
federal circuit, gave the 
luncheon address, in which she 
provided helpful insights on 
appellate advocacy including tips 
for improving brief writing and 
oral argument. the conference 
was well attended by approxi-
mately 150 in-house counsel, 
private attorneys, and GW Law 
students. 
John Whealan, associate dean 
for intellectual property studies, 
commented, “this symposium is 
a great addition to GW Law’s ip 
program, and howrey and 
cornerstone were great partners 
to work with in creating and 
executing the conference.”
the date for the next confer-
ence is may 11, 2010. ★
continued from page 1
[  f a c U L t y  ] [  n e W s  ]
professor John f. duffy is a 
“scholar-activist” who often 
challenges the conventional 
wisdom in the field of patent 
law, according to a June 22 
Businessweek article. in the 
article, writer michael orey 
recounts duffy’s recent 
activities that have influenced 
changes in the patent system 
including his work as co-counsel 
in KSR, which resulted in the 
supreme court changing the 
law of obviousness. orey also 
discusses duffy’s article in 
which he challenged as uncon-
stitutional the appointment of 
administrative patent judges by 
the director of the Uspto, 
which resulted in a new law 
being passed by congress, and 
signed by the president, that 
brought the appointment of 
such judges in line with the 
constitution’s requirements. in 
addition, duffy’s recent work is 
mentioned regarding patentable 
subject matter and the Bilski 
case, for which duffy was one of 
only two attorneys selected by 
the federal circuit to present 
views at oral argument on behalf 
of an amicus party. the article 
also points out that in duffy’s 
recent work in the area of 
patent damages, he co-authored 
an amicus brief in a case in 
which microsoft was found 
liable for $500,000,000. 
on a personal note, the article 
recounts duffy’s days as an 
undergraduate physics major and 
cross-country runner at harvard 
University and his nights counting 
cards playing blackjack in the 
casinos. the full article can be 
found at http://www.businessweek.
com/innovate/content/jun2009/
id20090622_878427_page_2.htm ★
John F. Duffy
The conference was well 
attended.
Professor Duffy Featured in Businessweek 
ip per
spec
tives
5
on may 19, fellow intellectual 
property alumni and friends of 
GW Law gathered at the chinese 
room of the smith tower for a 
reception in seattle, Wa, hosted 
in conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the international 
trademark association. approxi-
mately 100 guests enjoyed 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and GW 
Law giveaways. robert brauneis, 
professor and co-director of the 
ip program, and John Whealan, 
associate dean for intellectual 
property studies, attended the 
reception and enjoyed greeting 
alums and friends of the GW Law 
ip program.
[  a L U m n i  &  f r i e n d s  ]
Join GW Law IP Group  
on LinkedIn
[upcoming events]
Fall IP Speaker Series 
GW Law’s dean dinwoodey center for intellectual 
property studies will present four outstanding luncheon 
lectures featuring ip scholars from around the country who 
will present and discuss their current research. Lunch will 
be included. 
OctOber 1, 1:30 P.m. 
faculty conference center, 5th fl. burns 
dennis crouch, University of missouri school of Law 
“is novelty obsolete? chronicling the irrelevance of the 
invention date in U.s. patent Law” 
OctOber 29, 1:30 P.m. 
faculty conference center, 5th fl. burns 
Zahr stauffer, University of virginia school of Law 
“in defense of embedded advertising” 
NOvember 5, 1:30 P.m. 
faculty conference center, 5th fl. burns 
Joseph miller, Lewis & clark Law school 
“the nature and scope of the pto’s regulatory power” 
NOvember 19, 1:30 P.m. 
faculty conference center, 5th fl. burns 
christopher cotropia, University of richmond school of Law 
“the folly of early filing in patent Law”
all are welcome to these lunch presentations, which are 
generously made possible by a gift from the bureau of 
national affairs (bna). details on future lunches (including 
how to r.s.v.p.) can be found at www.law.gwu.edu/ipevents.
are you a member of Linkedin? 
the ip program at GW Law has 
established a Linkedin group, 
designated GW ip, which is 
short for the George Washing-
ton University Law school 
intellectual property commu-
nity. this group is used to allow 
alumni and friends of GW Law’s 
ip program to network and learn 
about upcoming ip events. if 
you would like to join, just 
indicate to the group manager 
(prof. robert brauneis) your 
affiliation with GW Law’s ip 
program. alumni should indicate 
the year they graduated, and 
other friends of GW Law’s ip 
program should indicate the 
GW Law faculty member who 
invited them to join the group. 
the GW Law ip group can be 
found at www.linkedin.com/
groups?gid=90887. 
IP Program Hosts Reception 
at INTA in Seattle 
New IP Benefactors: Microsoft, 
Apple, and Finnegan
GW Law’s ip benefactors 
contribute greatly to the 
school’s ip program. the 
benefactors program includes 
ip corporations and law firms 
that each designate a member 
to serve on the school’s ip 
advisory board, which 
provides counsel to the school 
on how to coordinate the ip 
program. this spring, micro-
soft, apple, and finnegan all 
became ip benefactors as 
another way of strengthening 
their ongoing relationships 
with GW Law. the current list 
of ip benefactors (in alpha-
betical order) now includes:
apple, inc.•	
finnegan•	
howrey LLp•	
intel corp.•	
Kenyon & Kenyon LLp•	
Latham & Watkins LLp•	
Lowe hauptman, ham  •	
& berner LLp
microsoft corp. •	
ropes & Gray LLp•	
rothwell, figg, ernst & •	
manbeck, p.c. 
sterne, Kessler, Goldstein  •	
& fox p.L.L.c.
the bureau of national •	
affairs, inc. 
continued on page 8
continued on page 7
the GeorGe WashinGton University LaW schooL
GW Law announces its new 
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the outstanding ip achieve-
ments of GW Law’s graduates 
were celebrated in an awards 
ceremony on may 16. as evidence 
that GW Law is one of the—if 
not the—finest law schools in the 
world to study intellectual 
property law, the Law school 
bestows more awards in the area 
of ip than any other. the 2009 
graduating class award winners 
are listed below.
AmerIcAN bAr AssOcIA-
tION/bUreAU OF NAtION-
AL AFFAIrs AWArD 
Given to the members of the 
graduating J.d. class who 
demonstrate excellence in the 
study of intellectual property law, 
the award honors the six top 
students in intellectual property 
law. the award is made possible 
by the aba, in conjunction with 
publisher bna. recipients are 
selected by virtue of the number 
of ip courses taken and the 
excellence of their grades in 
those courses. the winners each 
receive a certificate from the 
dean, a certificate from the aba/
bna, and a bna treatise written 
by the aba section of ip law. 
the 2009 winners were:
Daniel Gajewski
stephen Keefe
George Koch III
Jacob schroeder
Aidan skoyles
michael Weinberg
cHrIs bArtOK  
memOrIAL AWArD  
IN PAteNt LAW
Given to the member of the 
graduating J.d. class who exhibits 
excellence in the area of patent 
law, the award is presented in 
memory of chris bartok, who 
tragically passed away while a 
student at GW Law. it was chris’ 
great desire to study patent law. 
now, it is the wish of his family 
that his memory live on in the 
accomplishments of a student 
highly skilled in this area of the 
law. the student selected receives 
a monetary award and a dean’s 
certificate. the 2009 recipient 
was biju chandran.
Peter D. rOseNberG 
PrIZe IN PAteNt &  
INteLLectUAL  
PrOPertY LAW
the prize is presented to the 
member of the graduating J. d. 
class who demonstrates excel-
lence in patent and intellectual 
property law by receiving the 
highest grades and most accom-
plishments in the area of 
intellectual property. the student 
selected receives a monetary 
award and a dean’s certificate. the 
2009 recipient, Joseph edell, was 
also nominated by the Law school 
for the Jan Jancin award as the 
best intellectual property student 
in the nation. edell earned more 
a’s in ip courses than any other 
graduate and won the on-campus 
Giles rich intellectual property 
moot court competition, which 
allowed him to represent the Law 
school at the boston regional 
competition. in boston, he made 
the finals and, as a result, advanced 
to the national championship at 
the federal circuit.
ANNe WeLLs  
br ANscOmb AWArD 
although not designated as an ip 
award, this award is presented to 
the member of the graduating 
J.d. class who has attained the 
highest cumulative average in the 
part-time/evening division 
during the entire course of the 
degree. the winner receives a 
monetary award, a dean’s 
certificate of achievement, and 
an engraved tiffany crystal gavel. 
this year’s winner, Kevin 
Parton, was a student focusing 
on ip who, upon graduation, will 
be clerking for Judge Kimberly 
moore of the court of appeals 
for the federal circuit.  ★
[  a W a r d s  ]
Finnegan and Burkan Writing Competition Award Winners
Joseph Edell with GW Law Dean Frederick M. Lawrence.
this year’s finnegan prize 
winners (followed by the title of 
their winning papers) were: 
1st prize: thomas anthony •	
broughan iii (J.d. ’09): 
“modernizing section 337’s 
domestic industry require-
ment for the Global economy”
2nd prize: Kevin rodkey (J.d. •	
expected ’10): “exhaustion and 
validity of single-Use Licenses 
for transgenic seeds in the 
Wake of Quanta v. LG 
Electronics”
3rd prize: theresa r. esquerra •	
(J.d. expected ’10): “rethinking 
the constitutional authority 
for a design registration 
system”
to receive the finnegan prize, a 
paper must be of publishable 
quality and make a significant 
contribution to the theory and 
practice of intellectual property law. 
this year’s winners were selected 
from a group of 36 papers submit-
ted by GW Law students. this 
year’s awards were presented in 
may, and any winner who was 
graduating received the award at 
the student award reception hosted 
by dean Lawrence on may 16.
GW Law Graduates Receive Awards for Outstanding 
Achievements in IP
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FCBJ Completes Move  
to GW Law
GW Law rolled out the welcome 
mat this spring for its sixth 
national law journal as the 
federal circuit bar Journal 
(fcbJ) completed the move to 
its new home at the Law school. 
the widely read scholarly 
publication, focusing on 
substantive and procedural law, is 
published quarterly and boasts a 
subscriber base of more than 
3,000 judges, professors, 
attorneys, and law students. 
as the official journal of the 
federal circuit bar association 
and the U.s. court of appeals for 
the federal circuit, the fcbJ 
provides insightful and timely 
coverage of myriad legal issues 
within the court’s purview. 
articles cover a broad range of 
topics, spanning patent and 
trademark law, environmental 
and natural resources, govern-
ment contracts, international 
trade, tax, and veterans’ appeals. 
“the federal circuit bar Journal 
is a perfect fit for GW, since we 
have expertise in practically every 
area of the federal circuit’s 
jurisdiction,” says John Whealan, 
associate dean for intellectual 
property law studies, who oversees 
the journal along with Josh 
schwartz, e.K. Gubin professor of 
Government contracts Law, and 
steven schooner (LL.m. ’89), 
associate professor of law. “We 
have one of the best ip programs 
and international trade programs 
in the country, the top government 
contracts program in the United 
states, and the only vaccine injury 
clinic in the nation. many of our 
students go on to clerk on the 
federal circuit, as well as on the 
court of federal claims.”
Whealan says the journal has 
quickly strengthened GW Law’s 
relationship with the federal 
circuit bar association, as well 
as with the federal circuit itself. 
“one illustration of our growing 
affiliation is the well-attended 
symposium on the circuit that we 
co-sponsored at the national 
press club on march 18,” says 
Whealan (see related story on 
page 2). students benefit in 
myriad ways from the collabora-
tion, he adds: “the journal 
provides a diverse set of jurisdic-
tional areas for our students to 
write about and provides unique 
opportunities for student editors 
to interact and network with 
members of the bar in their areas 
of subject matter interest.”
dean frederick m. Lawrence 
expressed great excitement over 
the journal’s arrival at GW Law. 
“the federal circuit is a national 
court with international implica-
tions based in Washington, d.c. 
— just like GW Law school,” he 
states. “that’s why we feel a 
special connection to it. We are 
delighted that the journal is now 
housed at our Law school.”
Jim brookshire, the executive 
director of the federal circuit bar 
association, is equally enthusias-
tic about the new collaboration. 
“We are absolutely thrilled,” he 
says. “principled, scholarly 
discourse is at the heart of the 
mission of the federal circuit bar 
association and takes its finest 
point in the journal. this pairing 
brings together extraordinarily 
committed law students, 
outstanding academic credentials, 
and the association’s commitment 
to the U.s. court of appeals for 
the federal circuit and its 
community. the journal’s 
continued national leadership is 
thus firmly assured.” (Contribution 
by Jamie L. Freedman) ★
the ip program’s newest class, 
design Law, will focus on an 
in-depth study of the three major 
areas used in design law (copy-
right, trade dress, and design 
patent) and focus on the way one 
protects a product design ( i.e., 
the appearance of a product). 
topics to be covered include 
protectable subject matter, how 
protection attaches, infringe-
ment standards, and damages. 
consideration of interdisciplin-
ary issues, such as the doctrine of 
functionality, the “right to copy” 
doctrine, and proposed legisla-
tion on design law will also be 
covered. the course will be 
taught by perry saidman (J.d. ’73), 
who is nationally recognized as 
one of the leading experts and 
practitioners in design law.
[  c U r r i c U L U m  ]
[upcoming events]
IP Program Will Host 
Reception at AIPLA 
Annual Meeting 
the ip program will host a reception at this year’s aipLa 
annual meeting in Washington, d.c., on october 15. Join us for 
happy hour from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the stone’s throw restau-
rant and bar (2660 Woodley road, nW, Washington, dc 
20008) to learn more about the newly created GW Law ip 
alumni interest Group. Guests will enjoy complimentary 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and giveaways. contact the GW Law 
office of alumni relations at 202.994.7166 for further informa-
tion about the reception, including how to register, or go to the 
GW Law ip events page at www.law.gwu.edu/ipevents.
Undersecretary Kappos  
to Speak at GW Law
GW Law is proud to announce that the hon. david Kappos, the 
newly confirmed undersecretary of commerce for intellectual 
property and director of the U.s patent and trademark office 
will deliver this fall’s sidney a. Katz Lecture. the lecture will be 
given on Wednesday, november 18 at 6:00 p.m. (with registra-
tion starting at 5:30 p.m.). a reception will follow. 
the sidney Katz Lecture was generously endowed by sidney 
Katz (J.d. ’66). further details on this event, including how to 
register, as well as on other GW Law ip events can be found on 
our website at www.law.gwu.edu/ipevents. ★
GW Law Adds New Class on 
Design Law to the IP Curriculum
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[  G W  i p  a b r o a d  ]
CIEC Studies Software 
Innovation in Brazil 
GW Law’s ciec director dr. 
michael p. ryan and the center 
for science & technology policy 
at the University of sao paulo 
(brazil) are conducting a study of 
software innovation in brazil. 
they asked for nominations 
from all the brazilian it business 
association presidents and 
leading public it research and 
university leaders. a first set of 
innovators was profiled and 
presented in march in sao paulo 
at a conference organized by the 
business software alliance. 
innovators included the woman 
who pioneered online tax filing 
for the federal brazilian 
government, the inventors of the 
inter-bank real-time financial 
liquidation system, and the 
co-inventors of the bioinformat-
ics system that enabled brazilian 
scientists to publish sequences of 
the genetic codes of plant 
pathogens in the journals Nature 
and Science. a second set of 
brazilian software innovators will 
be presented in sao paulo in 
november at a conference 
organized by the brazilian 
e-commerce association. ★
ip benactors receive a number of 
benefits from the school, 
including:
membership on the intellec-•	
tual property advisory board
complimentary firm lunch or •	
reception for students
complimentary participation •	
in GW Law’s annual ip 
networking fair 
invitations to ip events •	
Use of GW Law facilities •	
acknowledgement as an ip •	
benefactor
further information about the ip 
benefactors program can be found 
on the Law school’s web page or 
by contacting associate dean John 
Whealan at 202-994-2195. ★
continued from page 5
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